
Teaching Young Children through Drama and Theatre  
 Class Level：graduate  
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 Course Number： 

 Course Dates： 
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 Instructor：Ms. Yen-Yi Wu  
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 E-mail: yywu@cyut.edu.tw   
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 Blog：http://lms.ctl.cyut.edu.tw/2001185  

 

 Course Objectives  

This course is designed for graduate students who are interested in drama and 

theatre education. Through the analysis of drama-in-education and theatre-in- education, 

teaching young children through drama and theatre explores the pedagogies, and 

contributions of drama and theatre in young children’s classroom. We will approach our 

material through a variety of means, including through readings, viewings, and class 

discussion.  

Syllabus： 

Week Date Contents Homework 

1 
 Syllabus and Introduction  

1. Introduction of the course 

2. Introduction to the instructor 

 

2 

 Drama, theatre, play and young children 

1. The relationship among play, drama and 

theatre 

2. The difference between drama and theatre 

 

3 

 
Play and the origins of drama and theatre 

1. Story- telling and story-acting  

2. Vivian Paley's Philosophy 

Submission and reports 

on selected journal paper 

related to the assigned 

topic 

4 

 Creative drama 

1. The elements of creative drama 

2. The application of creative drama in young 

children education  

 

5  Role drama  

6 
 

Process drama 

Submission and reports 

on selected journal paper 

related to the assigned 

http://lms.ctl.cyut.edu.tw/2001185


topic 

7  Drama in education  

8  Reader theater  

9  Proposal on individual project  

10 
 Participatory theatre and audience 

participation 
 

11 

 
Children's theater 

1. Rational arts  

2. The aesthetics of children’s theatre 

Submission and reports 

on selected journal paper 

related to the assigned 

topic 

12 

 Children's literature and how picture books 

display as theatre 

1. Visual display in picture books 

2. The comparison between visual display of 

picture books and that of children’s theatre 

 

13 
 An Overview of Philosophy for Children and 

P4C in theatre 

Take home exam to be 

announced 

14  Creative industries targeting on children  

15  Tutorials on individual project presentation   

16 
 

Individual oral presentation and discussion 
Revised individual report 

submission 

17  Individual oral presentation and discussion  

18  Take home exam paper submission  
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 Grading 

1. Attendance, assignment and discussion ：40% 

2. Take home exam paper (one month to work) ：30% 

3. Individual report (to be explained )：30% 


